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Greetings Epworth church family! While I have been blessed to meet and talk
with many of you in the past few weeks, I am anxiously looking forward to being
together with all of you on September 13. That is the day we will officially open
Epworth Church for public, in-person worship. After almost six months of being away
from your church, I know you are all as excited as I am to come together for worship.
However, I also know some of us are apprehensive about this “new normal” in which
we are living and how that might affect our worship experience. Certainly, as we adjust
to wearing face coverings, practicing social distancing and worshiping without singing,
our worship services at Epworth will look and feel very different. I’m sure many of you
share my concerns: Who will come? How will this feel? Is it even worship if we can’t
sing? Will we be safe? How long will this last? What is God doing in the midst of all
this confusion? These questions come because we just don’t know what lies ahead.
In many ways, our church is in the midst of a transition much like that experienced by
the Disciples following the crucifixion. For three years, they had followed this man
named Jesus with excitement as they watched him preach, teach and perform miracles.
They had high hopes that Jesus would usher in a new world order, deliver the Jewish
people from oppression and bring humanity back into right relationship with God. And
then they watched their beloved teacher and leader suffer and die on a cross. Can you
imagine their heartbreak and devastation? In fear and confusion Jesus’s followers hid
themselves behind closed doors and tried to find a way to adjust to this “new normal”;
life without Jesus.
And yet, we all know that Jesus wasn’t finished with this ragtag group of disciples.
Though they spent some time in seclusion and hiding, trying to figure out what to do
next, Jesus already had plans to use them to bring in the very change in world order
they had expected. Jesus already had plans to pour his Spirit out on them, send them
out to the ends of the earth and use them to draw others into the Kingdom of God.
Today, we all know that we are the legacy of those same fearful and confused Disciples.
Because of their willingness to respond in faith to the call of Jesus and move forward
into a “new normal”, a new way of worshiping and sharing the love of Christ—even to
the point of reaching out to new groups of people in new languages—the movement we
call Christianity changed the world forever. Actually, the world became the growing
Kingdom of God moving forward into eternity.
We are the fruits of that faith and now it is our turn. We too are in an uncertain “new
normal”, where we must find ways to worship and be in ministry in a world that is very
different than we expected just a few months ago. But I trust that if we work together,
faithfully responding to the call of Jesus and trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit, we
too can bear much fruit in the Kingdom of God. I can’t wait to gather with you and
begin seeing all God has in store for us. See you Sunday, September 13.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Saunnie
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IN PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 13TH
We are excited to announce that in-person worship service in the sanctuary will resume on Sunday, September
13, at 11:00 a.m. As we adapt to a “new normal” you will find that there will be some changes in our service.
We are currently in Stage 2 of the Virginia Conference re-opening plan and, as such, there are a few guidelines
we ask that you follow:








Enter via the doors at the corner of Freemason and Boush Streets only. Exit via the Freemason St. porch
doors as directed by ushers.
You will be required to wear a face covering at all times.
Take your temperature before you come. If it is above 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, are experiencing any
COVID-19 symptoms or have been knowingly exposed to COVID-19, please opt to stay at home. We
want you and all our attendees to be safe.
Maintain safe social distancing (6 feet) at all times and encourage others to do so as well. Seating in the
Sanctuary will be designated to ends of every other row only. Please do not sit in closed off areas.
No singing. We will play music and you can hum, but no singing is allowed.
No hugging, handshakes or other physical touching.

Volunteers will be in place to assist with health screening, traffic flow, and seating to insure social distancing.
Also to insure your safety, the sanctuary as well as other areas of the church such as restrooms will go through a
deep cleaning and disinfecting. Hand sanitizing stations will be available and all volunteers will go through
health screening, wear face masks and gloves. You will also find a new format to our worship service. There
will be no paper bulletins or hymnals as all worship elements will be displayed on our newly installed video
screen. We look forward to seeing everyone again, and are excited to be entering this new phase of worship.
Of course you may also continue to stream our devotions, Sunday, Tuesday & Thursdays via
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/epworthumc124/) and
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFRaS9WSf1OKfPx-sGbBvwg)
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”

for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels
A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street, #221
Norfolk, VA 23505
R – Z send to:

D – G send to:
Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517
Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Dabney Baker
Louise Gwaltney
Allen Ramey
Sherrie Roman
Erin Apple
Alex Demeter
Zachary Ramey
Victoria Hecht
Gordon Holley
Kathy Ramey
Elizabeth David
Albert Copperthite
Elinor Edwards

Ms. Louise Gwaltney
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525
Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

September 1
September 3
September 3
September 3
September 5
September 6
September 6
September 12
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 24
September 24

M - Q send to:
Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Ms. Nora Roadcap
5598 Lawson Hall Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Christian Fitchett
Karen Lindquist
Nora Roadcap
Thomas Bailey
David Fulcher
Mitchell Hecht
Charlotte Grieve
Amy Perkins

October 2
October 2
October 11
October 16
October 17
October 17
October 23
October 27

Thursday,
September 24, and
Thursday, October 22, at 10 a.m. Contact
the church office for info or to volunteer.
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Though we have been unable to meet in
person, the O.N. Committee has remained engaged as much as possible during this
difficult time. We have been praying for everyone’s safety and wellness and are anxious
to be together again. We continue to implement our mission projects, albeit relying on
online donations such as the purchase of Virtual UMCOR Hygiene Kits for Annual
Conference (see the following page) and donations from rewards programs such as
those listed below.
We are excited about our re-opening on September 13th, and plan our first in-person
O.N. Committee meeting Saturday, September 12.
During the “new normal” phase, we are unable to hold our monthly birthday celebrations,
but we will continue to remember birthdays by sending cards each month to our Epworth
family.
Donna Benken, 2020 O.N. Committee Chair
Mary Baker, Jackie Fulcher, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Karen Ward

------------------- Help fund our mission projects by shopping: -------------------KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM

Epworth is part of the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
Every dollar you spend at Kroger Grocery store earns money toward our
mission projects. To register your card visit: krogercommunityrewards.com
and enter NPO/Pin #EY815.
If you have already registered your Kroger Plus rewards card,
remember you must re-register annually each September.

When you shop AmazonSmile, 5% of the
purchase price will be donated to Epworth United
Methodist Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply log onto
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0534400 to receive donations from eligible purchases.

UMCmarket is now powered by iGive
iGive - You Shop. Your Charity Gets Money.
For Free.
iGive is a free service where shopping at any of 2357 stores like
Travelocity, Macys, Overstock, Cokesbury and many more,
means a donation to your favorite cause.
Help Epworth UMC every time you shop by visiting
https://www.igive.com/EpworthUMC?jltest=1

The Carillon Newsletter

Page 4

September/October

THE CARILLON

As we continue to work our way through this pandemic that
seems to go on and on, I have been reflecting on the pathway
that EDS has been on. Just when things look bleak and
overwhelming, I hear the Lord say, “Commit your work to the
Lord, and your plans
will be established.” Proverbs 16:3. I have committed each day to the Lord and He has been
faithful. We have remained open to serve our front- line personnel, to serve our essential
personnel, to serve our community.
Just when we thought things were going to be back to “normal” in September, public schools
announced virtual learning for the first semester, and plans and schedules changed again.
However, the Lord remains faithful to EDS as He reminds me again of the words of Proverbs 16:3.
We remain open this fall with new schedules and classes to assist parents in their stressful
schedules of balancing work, school age children at home, and everyday life. As Proverbs 16:9
says, “The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps,” He has directed each step
for EDS as we continue to minister to our children, our families, and to each other.
Respectfully,
Ellen Belfi, Director, Epworth Day School

THE NEED FOR A SAVIOR
Ashes to ashes------------dust to dust,
it’s all the same.
We came in dust, and we’ll return in dust;
only God’s Spirit gives us life.
Can’t we see how vulnerable we are without Him?
As the Master who really has claims on our existence?
Or are we so full of ourselves as to ignore our Maker?
We,
Blinded by hardened hearts to the sensitive nature of a
conscience now misguided by deception;
Project pompous words like blasts of cold, meaningless air;
Display actions like performers in an imaginary play
full of mere fiction;
Get “caught” up in a whirlwind of misery from suffering
struggles that we fight against-------------------------clawing at the wrong enemy----------------exhaustingly and to no avail----------for the real foe is invisible to the naked eye.
When we reach the point where we can’t make it alone,
we cry out!
And,
The utter necessity of God humbles us to the fact
that we are nothing in ourselves, and must exist in Him
for sanity’s sake.
---Jane Edwards

PURCHASE A VIRTUAL
UMCOR HYGIENE KIT FOR
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
This year’s Annual Conference
will be in a virtual format on
September 19th.
You may purchase a virtual kit
by donating $12/per kit.
Send your donation to the
church office @
(124 W. Freemason St., 23510)
or through PayPal by logging
onto our website:
www.epworthva.org
and clicking on the "donate"
button on the home page.
We will be collecting
"Virtual Hygiene Kits"
through September 6th.
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is
published bi-monthly.
Articles for the
November/December 2020
Carillon are due no later than
October 14.
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