JULY/AUGUST 2020

Greetings, new friends, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am already calling
you friends because I have been praying for you by name and I eagerly look forward to
the day we can begin building our friendships face-to-face. I am excited to be with you
and look forward to the ministry and growth in discipleship that we will share together
at Epworth.
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I know I don’t need to tell you that we are in unprecedented times as a church,
community and nation. In an environment of uncertainty about a threatening COVID19 virus, political conflict and racial unrest, this is a critical season for the church to
remain strong and press forward. I believe the world around us today needs the
message of hope, love and grace offered by the Church of Jesus Christ more than ever
in our lifetimes. That means we need to be creative in finding ways to continue
worshipping together and reaching out to our community even while our ability to
meet, worship and grow together is limited.
For now, I will ask you to be praying regularly for God to have his way with Epworth
Church. As I begin calling all of you and meeting with our church leaders, I will ask
that you pray for me and one another, that we might begin building wonderful new
relationships, even while our physical interaction is limited. I will also ask you to be
patient. I know everyone is anxious to come back together in worship as soon as
possible. I promise you that I am making every effort to open our doors, but your
safety is my primary concern. As I work with our church leaders to make plans in
accordance with Virginia United Methodist Conference requirements, please pray that
God will guide and direct our decisions.
In the meantime, here are some ways I am hoping to allow us to connect, worship and
pray together. Beginning Sunday, July 5, I will offer a livestream devotion and prayer
time at 10:00 am on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursdays via the Epworth Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/epworthumc124/). I will be presenting these messages
live so that you can interact and share your prayer requests in the comment section of
the posts. Of course, these messages will be archived to Facebook so that those who
can’t watch them live can view them at another time, and maybe even share them with
friends. I hope you will join me in using this amazing gift of technology so that we can
begin to know one another better. I trust in the words of Jesus that, “when two to three
come together in my name, I am there with them” (Matthew 18:20). Though we are
unable to be together physically, I trust that we can remain connected through the
power and presence of the Holy Spirit and continue to grow in community and faith
together through this difficult time of physical separation.
I am excited about the future of Epworth and what God might have planned for our
ministry together. I hope to see you all soon and look forward to the day we can gather
in our beautiful Epworth sanctuary. In the meantime, please pray for God to guide and
direct all our decisions and heal our nation and the world. Also, feel free to call, email
or stop by and visit me at the church anytime. I can’t wait to meet you!
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Saunnie
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JULY Birthdays
Mary Lee Lowe
Anita Dunn
Megan Holley
Mary Lee Howlett
Mary Baker
Tiffany Drake
Karen Ward
Daniel Ott
Jamie Cook
Dorothy Whitfield
Ryan Sumner
John Stephens

AUGUST Birthdays
July 1
July 6
July 7
July 10
July 12
July 13
July 15
July 16
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 30

Rick Alexander
Lester Wahrenburg
Jack Flanagan
Vivian Rogers
Dorothy Payne
Allan Bamforth
Beverly Smeltzer
James Holley
John Ward
Sara Fitchett
Audrey Permenter
Breanna Ward
Jim Apple

August 2
August 2
August 7
August 8
August 10
August 14
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 24
August 24
August 24
August 25

In order to make it more lconvenient for those who wish to continue
to send in their tithes, ywe have set up a PayPal account for the church.
n
Just login to PayPal
and click on "send money" choose the option
"send to friends abroad"(this option avoids the merchant fee of 3%)
H
and select "sendoto a PayPal account”, enter the amount and the
church
email address: epworth@epworthva.org.
l
l
You may also donate online by visiting our website:
www.epworthva.org, and
e
click on the donate button located on the home page.
y

When Will Epworth Re-Open?
As you may have read, Bishop
Lewis has implemented 3 stages
of re-opening the Virginia
Conference UM churches. In
order to insure the health and
safety of our congregation,
Epworth will re-open in stage 3,
the date of which is to be
determined.
At this time we are in the process
of forming a Healthy Church Team
who will insure we meet the
requirements for returning to inperson worship services.
For more info,
please look at
the plan for
reopening on
www.vaumc.org

Dear Epworth Church Family,
Life is full of changes, and we must learn to adapt to changes.
This has definitely been a year of change! I never expected that
our time together would be so short, or that we would face a
pandemic that forced us to stop in-person worship for a time.
In the short time I have been here, I have grown to love and care
about the people of Epworth. I have enjoyed our lunches, talks,
and worshipping together. I will miss you. But, God has other
plans for us. I believe God is already in our future, shaping a plan
for ministry here at Epworth and at my new appointment.
I will continue to pray for you and your new pastor, Saunnie Butts.
3
It is my prayer
that you will build a strong relationship with
Saunnie, and together you will seek and do God’s will.
M

Thank youa for all of your love and support. Thank you for caring
r
for me. Continue
to be safe, and may God bless and keep you.
y

T

E
l
h ei
z
a

---Pastor Sandi
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Make someone’s day special by participating in a monthly
“Card Shower” for members who are either in Health Care facilities
or Homebound. AKA our “Missing Angels”
A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Ave. #208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

D – G send to:

R – Z send to:

M - Q send to:

Ms. Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517

Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street, Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505

Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street, #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

Ms. Nora Roadcap
5598 Lawson Hall Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Thursday, July 23, and Thursday, August 27, at 10 am.
Please contact the church office for more info or to volunteer.

Prayer of the old: God of love and compassion. We are the old you
have promised to dream dreams when your Spirit is poured out on
us! We still dream dreams of your kingdom where your love is
reigning in every heart. We are thankful for your steadfast love that
has kept us this far. It is your grace that we can be who we are.
through many blessings and struggles, and through many hellos and goodbyes, we still find your
love on the faces of others. Bless those who are following our footsteps, and may we continue to
serve, to love, to share, and to build as we build your kingdom together.
Prayer of the young: Loving and gracious God! We are the young you have promised to
prophesy when your Spirit is poured out on us! We endeavor to make your prophecies come true on
earth through us. As we build your kingdom on earth, we are thankful for the elderly saints you have
sent before us. The ones who have taught us how to love, how to share, how to serve, and how to
build your kingdom together! Through their wisdom and dedication, we grow in faith. Amen
As we continue to pray for the families of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna
Taylor, and others during this difficult time, we ask you to keep us informed of members and loved
ones who are suffering, sick, injured, or in the hospital so that our Prayer Team can lift them in
prayer.
You can do that by contacting the church office at 757-622-2970 or email: epworth@epworthva.org.
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O.(utreach) N.(urture) Committee News
We are entering the “New Normal” – I’m not sure if that isn’t an oxymoron, but it is definitely
“new” and confusing too! The O.N. Committee has also been adjusting to the new normal.
Recently we held our committee meeting via Zoom. That definitely was “new” (and not so normal)
for us!
We continue serving the community by staying committed to our ongoing projects for the
SPCA, Ghent Area Ministry, etc. and delivering donations to these organizations quarterly. We will
also begin collecting items for UMCOR Hygiene Kits (formerly Health Kits) to be delivered to the
Virginia Annual Conference set for September 18-19, once our in-person worship services begin.
Our goal this year for Hygiene Kits is 40 complete kits.
Also don’t forget to continue your participation in community rewards programs with Kroger
and AmazonSmile, and our collection of used/empty ink cartridges, all of which provide funds
toward mission projects.
The O.N. Committee continues to pray for everyone during this difficult time and we ask you
to keep us informed of members and loved ones who are sick, injured, or in the hospital so that our
Prayer Team can lift them in prayer. You may do that by contacting the church office at 757-6222970, or email: epworth@epworthva.org.
We look forward to when we can all celebrate Sunday worship and special times together.
We’ve missed the birthday celebrations, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, but we plan on having a
big Welcome Back Celebration soon!
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2020,
Donna Benken, 2020 Outreach Chair
Mary Baker, Jackie Fulcher, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Karen Ward,
Ann Gatling and Carolyn Rogers, Members Emeritus

If you have a filled coin bank
from the Society of
St. Andrew for their Lent
Offering please return it
Once we reopen. Thanks!
Kroger Rewards Program
Shop at Kroger grocery store
and show your Kroger Plus
card to donate a portion of
the sales price to Epworth
mission projects.
To register your Kroger Plus card visit
krogercommunityrewards.com and use code
number NPO/Pin#EY815. Remember to reregister your card each year.

Epworth UMC is
now part of the
Amazon Smile program!

Do your
shopping
And
Help fund
mission
programs
at the same
time!

When you shop AmazonSmile, 5%
of the purchase price will be donated to
Epworth United Methodist Church.
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply log onto
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0534400
to receive donations from eligible purchases.
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This has been one of the most challenging times that I can ever remember. Yet, the Lord has
never forsaken us, and we have remained healthy, and safe, and been able to minister to the front
line, essential personnel since March when everything started shutting down.
As I have pondered the situation in the life of Epworth Day School, the words of Nehemiah 4:6
came to me: “So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together…, for the people had a
mind to work.”
You might say that Epworth Day School is “rebuilding the wall” by the unity of the staff and the
mind to work. We are not allowing the enemy of fear, stress, or despair to overtake us, but we are
rebuilding with a mind to work, in unity, by the power of the Sword of the Spirit!
God has given us a “wall” to build, warned us of our enemies, and the staff has taken up their
weapons of unity, prayer, and a mind to work. We are rebuilding the wall of Epworth Day School
so that God’s love and message may continue to reach children and families.
As always, Epworth Day School asks for your continued support through prayer!
----Ellen Belfi, EDS Director

Virginia Annual Conference
Due to COVID-19, the June 2020 session of the Virginia Annual
Conference will be held September 18 -19, 2020.
Information regarding the location of the September 2020 Annual Conference TBA.

KITS FOR CONFERENCE

The O.N. Committee will begin collecting donations for UMCOR Hygiene Kits
(formerly Health Kits) once we re-open. Our goal this year is 40 complete kits.

Items needed for kits are as follows:








Hand towel (15x25 – 17x27 inches) no kitchen or microfiber
Washcloth – no kitchen or microfiber
Comb – must have at least 6” of teeth
Toenail or fingernail clippers
Bath-size soap (3 oz. or larger) no Ivory or Jergen’s (leave in packaging)
Adult toothbrush (leave in single packaging)
Adhesive bandages (3/4 x 3 inches)
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is
published bi-monthly.
Articles for the
September/October 2020
Carillon are due no later
than August 17th.
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