SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019

Isaiah 43:18-19
18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19See, I am doing a new
thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
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It is back to school time! Some students are beginning school for the first
time, but the majority of students are heading back to school. Yet, there
will be new learnings, new classrooms, and new relationships. Over the
summer break, students have grown. Some students have even decided
that they want a different experience than they had last year. Either
socially or academically, they want a new way through the school year.
September is also a start of a new season. So, are we to start a new
thing? Are we supposed to transform ourselves into totally different
people? No! We have been on our life’s journey. In our unique journeys,
we have experienced times in the wilderness and in the wasteland. It may
be that we will have wilderness and wasteland times in this coming year. It
may be that we are called to support others who are in times of wilderness
and wasteland. Many people feel that they are struggling alone, but we
know that we are not alone. We know that God is in our lives and making
a way for us even when we don’t see a way.
In our journey, we will meet many people. Just like those friends in school,
we will have a chance to be in new relationships. Those relationships can
be ones of mutual love and support. We can be present to walk the
journey with others, especially when there are times of wilderness and
wasteland. It may be that just like students who are building new
relationships; we can be building new relationships. We can share our
journeys with others, as well as having others share their journeys with us.
As we share our journeys, we can offer encouragement, support, and love.
We can remind one another that we are not alone.
God is with us. We are not alone. We can share that message with those
in our lives now as well as with those who will come into our lives. Let’s be
open to the possibility of new relationships.
With grace & peace,
Sandi Benton Plasters
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Dabney Baker
Louise Gwaltney
Allen Ramey
Sherrie Roman
Erin Apple
Alex Demeter
Zachary Ramey
Victoria Hecht
Gordon Holley
Kathy Ramey
Elizabeth David
Albert Copperthite
Elinor Edwards

THE CARILLON

September 1
September 3
September 3
September 3
September 5
September 6
September 6
September 12
September 16
September 17
September 18
September 24
September 24

Christian Fitchett
Karen Lindquist
Jonathan Soulen
Nora Roadcap
Harmon Long
Thomas Bailey
David Fulcher
Mitchell Hecht
Charlotte Grieve
Amy Perkins

October 2
October 2
October 6
October 11
October 15
October 16
October 17
October 17
October 23
October 27

UPCOMING SPECIAL SUNDAYS
 October 6 - World Communion Sunday
 October 20 - Laity Sunday
 November 3 - All Saints Sunday
 November 24 - UM Student Sunday

That all offerings taken
during Communion on the
1st Sunday of each month
100% goes to Ghent Area
Ministry. Just look for the
collection boxes at the
front of the Sanctuary
during communion.

WE EXTEND OUR
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Family and friends of Wilson Dodson
who died on August 3rd, and
Woodrow Brinkley who died on June 25th.
May God comfort them in their loss.

Ghent Area Ministry (GAM) is a
collaboration of faith communities serving
the marginalized residents of Norfolk

B
Brriinngg yyoouurr ppeettss,, ffuurrrryy aanndd nnoott ssoo ffuurrrryy,,
w
wiitthh tthhee aapppprroopprriiaattee lleeaasshheess
oorr iinn ccaarrrriieerrss..
A
Allll ppeettss aatttteennddiinngg tthhee eevveenntt w
wiillll rreecceeiivvee
aa ““B
Blleessssiinngg B
Baagg””
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”

for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels

A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
#208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101
D – G send to:

R – Z send to:
Ms. Louise Gwaltney
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505
M - Q send to:

Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517

Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Ms. Nora Roadcap
5598 Lawson Hall Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Thursday, September 26, and
Thursday, October 24, at 10 am.
Please contact the church office for
more information or to volunteer.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Dear Friends,
As we begin the transition from summer into autumn, the pace of life accelerates. Schedules fill up with
meetings and activities, but our schedule at Epworth never stopped or took a vacation this summer. From
health kits and cans for annual conference in June to the Crisis Pregnancy Center Life Change bottles in
July to BTS supplies for the Wesley Center and a scholarship of $400.00 so a child of an incarcerated
parent could go to summer camp for a week in August, we have worked and given of our resources to be a
blessing to others in need.
This fall, we will once again collect items for Red Bird/Henderson Settlement in Appalachia. In June, for
the second year in a row, we helped the Appalachia Service Project mission trip out of Haygood UMC
with a financial gift for the purchase of supplies. This is such a needy area in our country that we feel it is
worth two mission drives in a year. In 2018 at Henderson over 200 families and 500 children were given
new toys, new blankets, new or gently used coats and new towel sets. We were one of 19 churches to
support this project. This year they are adding pajamas for children from little tots to teenagers.
We were sad to learn that Ghent Area Ministries will not be offering Thanksgiving meals to Norfolk’s
needy families again this year. They are in a period of transition and will let us know how we can help
them in addition to our monthly communion offering.
We have heard from the Buffalow family and once again they will be hosting the Warm & Fuzzy
Christmas in South Norfolk. It is so much fun gathering the mittens, gloves and hats for them. We hang
them on our Christmas tree, and it always looks so festive and colorful. Despite some major health
obstacles in 2018 and 2019, these two incredible women, a mother and daughter, their families, friends
and, now others in the community, have fed, offered medical screening, provided school supplies, and
presented warm coats, mittens, gloves, hats and toys at Christmas for those in the community who are in
need. How wonderful that we can be a part of this powerful ministry.
If you have noticed throughout the year, our missions involve our church family, our day school staff, our
city, our larger community, our state, our country, and the world. We address our environment, our
children from conception to adulthood, the prisoners, and, even, our four-legged friends. We can't solve all
the needs in the world, but what a joy it is to give from our modest abundance to help others; and it is all to
the glory of Our Lord. Thank you so much, members of Epworth, for your wonderful generosity in
supporting our projects.
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2019,
Mary Baker, Chair
Donna Benken, Jackie Fulcher, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Karen Ward, and Ann Gatling and Carolyn
Rogers, Members Emeritus
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You may have noticed that the Outreach Committee has sometimes referred to
itself as the O.N. Committee. O. N. is an acronym for Outreach and Nurture. The two
committees merged in order to streamline and prevent duplicate efforts in mission and
member care ministry. The O.N. committee participates in numerous mission and
member care ministry projects, including meeting our neighbors during Sunday morning
Coffee on the Porch. Not only are the beneficiaries blessed, but we are as well.
Always check the weekly Sunday bulletin, the Outreach bulletin board (located
just outside of the Southgate Chapel), the weekly Epworth Connection e-news, our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/epworthOutreachandNurture and, of course, the
Carillon newsletter for the latest O.N. news.
The O. N. Committee is always open to anyone with an interest in serving. We
meet on the second Saturday of every month at 10 a.m. in the Crusader fellowship room
and would love to have you join us!
BEGINNING OCTOBER EUMC WILL COLLECT
THE FOLLOWING FOR the HENDERSON SETTLEMENT
BLANKETS
of THE RED BIRD MISSION.
(Q/F size only)
COATS, HATS &
Deadline for donations: NOVEMBER 3rd.
GLOVES/MITTENS
New and/or gently
NEW TOYS
used.
Age appropriate toys
for: Toddlers, Pre-school,
School age, Teens
NEW
Bath Towel Sets (washcloth,
NEW
hand towel,
Pajamas (men’s, women’s,
bath towel)
children & infants)

NEW

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM

Epworth is part of the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
Every dollar you spend at
Kroger Grocery store earns money toward our mission projects. To register your card
go to: krogercommunityrewards.com and enter NPO/Pin #EY815. Please note that this is a
new number as of last year. If you have already registered your Kroger Plus rewards card,
remember you must re-register annually each September.
-------------------------Our ongoing ministries---------------------Paperback books for Norfolk
Used towels and empty pill bottles
City Jail inmates. Please no
For the Norfolk SPCA and
books containing violent or
Animal Shelter.
sexually explicit material.
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AUTUMN LEAVES
Bold and brazen, the colors appear:
Striking scarlet, deep-toned burgundy, and bright yellow gold.
As you pick up a leaf, you expect a solid color--------BUT God loves to create originals, and has splashed scarlet
in the middle with an apple-green edging.
You find no two alike: whorls and zigzag patterns with a
mixture of colors; one design after another and another.
As God uses each tree to show His handiwork,
Let us use our uniqueness to display His Glory!
Jane Edwards

We are happy to announce that we have hired a new day
school director. Ellen Belfi holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Early Childhood Education, as well as a Master’s degree in
Organizational Management. She has served as director
of other area day schools for more than ten years.
She is very knowledgeable in the areas of day school licensing, early childhood development,
effective leadership, and interpersonal relations. Ms. Belfi is also a devout Christian. She began her
tenure as director Wednesday, August 7th. Epworth Day School is blessed to have her as their
leader.

From the former EDS Director….
Dear Epworth Members,
I just returned from a lovely vacation of ten days in my home state of Michigan. I
wanted to make sure that I immediately take the time to thank you for your generous
gift and the lovely flowers which are still going strong!
Thank you also for the opportunity to serve as Director of EDS for nearly 10 years. I
will surely miss everyone along with the children and families we served. Good luck with
the continued success of the school.
Respectfully,
Kathy Huntley
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We set up and serve Coffee on
the Porch every
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,
as a way of meeting our
neighbors who live and work
around downtown.
The coffee is served on the sidewalk by the
parking lot entrance (not really on the porch) and
a good time has always been had by all.

Weekly Prayer meetings
are on Wednesday
evenings, at 5:30 p.m.
in the church parlor

PLEASE CONSIDER ASSISTING WITH MINISTRY IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. Helping with Coffee on the Porch.
2. Making changes to the church sign as needed.
3. Assisting with updates to the church’s Facebook page.
For more information and to volunteer contact the church office.

-----------Thank you!-----------

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER
20

CONGREGATIONAL DINNER
Sunday, September 22, immediately following
the 11 a.m. worship service in the social hall.
A time will be set aside during the meal to
discuss the financial future of the church.

September Calendar
Highlights
2nd – EDS/Church Ofc. Closed
7th – Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
22nd – Congregational Dinner, 12 pm
23rd - Church Council, 6:15 pm
26th - Mobile Meals, 10 am

October Calendar
Highlights
12th – Blessing of the Animals, 4 pm
12th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
24th – Mobile Meals, 10:00 a.m.
28th - Church Council, 6:15 pm
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

EDS & Church Offices
Will be closed Monday,
September 2nd
In observance of
Labor Day.

Epworth is now on Facebook
Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is
published bi-monthly.
Articles for the
November/December 2019
Carillon are due no later than
October 15.
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