NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2017

“Excuse me, would you like to join us?” With that, those of us gathered at Bible study
September 6, found ourselves in the middle of a celebration of both God’s hospitality and a
young lady’s 17th birthday.
Mary Baker, Lorraine Hall, Ann and Harmon Long, and I were at YaYa, the Chinese
restaurant on College Place where we were concluding our study of Amy Oden’s God’s
Welcome: Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World. Remembering how, at an earlier study,
Dabney Baker had invited two young ladies to join us, I turned to a young lady sitting by herself
and asked if she’d like to join our discussion. She accepted, and we learned that her name is
Sikhara, that she is a student at the Governor’s School for the Arts, that she attends a youth
group at the Chinese Baptist Church in Virginia Beach, and that that day was her 17th birthday.
Lorraine asked if she could pick up the tab for Sikhara's to-go order, putting into practice the
kind of principles we had just studied. Sikhara’s father thanked us when he picked her up, and
Sikhara invited us to come hear the Governor’s School Orchestra when it plays Bernard
Herrmann’s Vertigo Suite along with selections from Strauss, Tchaikovsky, and Hamlet, on
January 5th.
The good news from earlier that day was an almost instantaneous response I got from
author Amy Oden, okaying our reprinting meditations from her book in the Carillon. Oden
seemed thrilled to say yes, and a meditation from God’s Welcome appears on page 6 of this
newsletter.
Please consider how Epworth can be invitational and hospitable. I’ve just attended a
district clergy meeting with Robert P. Jones, author of The End of White Christian America,
who said that, in the last 25 years, the number of Americans who claim no religious affiliation
has more than doubled from 9 to 23 percent. We can ponder what this is doing to church
membership and attendance, and we can ponder what it’s doing to giving as well, but let’s
consider what it says about relationships with Jesus Christ, and let’s think about how, outside
the walls of Epworth, we can be both invitational and hospitable.
Grace and peace,
Ned Alderman
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November Birthdays

Mary Banks
Janice Smith
Scott Koehler
Jan Root
Butch Fitchett
Grayson Bailey
Colin Grieve
Ann Hurd
Ron Bennington
Judi Bowen
Syler Ward
Raymond Gallagher
Dylan Cook
Eric Grieve
Jake Harlow

December Birthdays

7
7
9
9
13
14
15
18
21
21
22
25
29
29
29

1 Hour on
Saturday,
November 4th

Amy Sumner
Melody Diehl
B. J. Blankenship
Jeanne Luse
Diane Maxwell
Rachel Gallagher
Lacey Park
Kacy Bailey
Victor Edwards
Jay Demeter
Carolyn Rogers

2
4
7
11
13
16
19
21
21
27
29

WE EXTEND OUR
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Family and friends on the death of James "Hughie"
Davenport, September 24, 2017
May God comfort them in their loss.
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PAWS IN FAITH

Join us on
Freemason Street
for a cup of coffee
and fellowship
Sunday mornings
at 9:30 a.m.

Holiday Service Schedule
November 5 - 11 am
All Saints Day
Remembering loved ones & friends.

A monthly “pet-friendly” worship service
held the 1st Sunday of each month at 5 pm



(Services are held in the Southgate Chapel.)

November 19 - 11 am
Pledge Sunday



 November Service - 11/5 @ 5 pm
 December Service - 12/3 @ 5 pm

1
0

Come worship with your four-legged friends!
(Remember dogs need to be on leashes and a
n
small pets in carriers)
T

E
l
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t
o

December 3rd - 11 am
1st Sunday of Advent - Hanging of the
Chrismons



D

December 24th - 11 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service
6 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service
Carillon Newsletter
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”
for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels
A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Ave #208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101
Ms. Rachel Bell
One Colley Ave. #500
Norfolk, VA 23510

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street, #221
Norfolk, VA 23505
Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

D – G send to:

M - Q send to:

Marguerite Silverson
Beth Shalom Terrace
1049 College Park Blvd.,
The Home Rm. #222
Virginia Beach, VA 23464
Ruth Hart
7054 Kirby Crescent
Norfolk, VA 23505
Charles Roadcap

R – Z send to:
Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525
Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

5598 Lawson Hall Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
Shirley Brendle
First Colonial Inn
845 First Colonial Road #260
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Don’t forget that at this time of year many of our shutins/Missing Angels may be forgotten.
Epworth has a wonderful tradition of purchasing and
taking poinsettia plants to these persons who otherwise
might not receive anything else.
Just knowing that they have been thought of and prayed for
is a wonderful blessing.
Please consider volunteering to transport poinsettia plants
which have been dedicated to go to an Epworth shut-in or
sick member.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
This is such a beautiful time of the year…God’s painting of the trees and the coolness of the
weather are all reminders of the way God shows us His power and glory. God continues to bring us a variety
of ways to serve that lift us up as we do them.
Our continuing commitments, community outreach, and of course our upcoming projects keep the
Outreach committee busy and excited to serve.
Our continuing commitments: such as our quarterly $100 donation to Ignite Norfolk, Mobile Meals
every 4 Thursday of the month (if you would like to volunteer please see Ann Long, we could use at least one
other person), and our nurturing ministry to our Missing Angels (homebound), sending them the weekly
church bulletin, delivering Fall goody bags and poinsettias that will be delivered at Christmas time.
Collecting used ink cartridges to turn in for funds and Campbell labels which are sent to the Wesley
Community Center which are used for credit toward needed items (unfortunately labels will no longer be
accepted after Dec. 1st). We also continue with our monthly birthday fellowship on the 4th Sunday of each
month following the worship service where we celebrate those with a birthday that month with cake and other
goodies.
th

Our Community Outreach: The Sunday morning Coffee on the Porch has really taken off…dogs,
folks coming by that work, neighbors that stop by to say hello, a few homeless people. One man that told us
he was homeless has gotten a job, housing and is truly doing much better. Makes us all feel so proud when
we see that! We have really been practicing our hospitality. Also we have been in awe of how many Cruise
ship tourists have come through our sanctuary as part of our cruise ship tours and have loved it. Over 180
people have visited. The flyer that we pass out to the visitors contains a description of the church in
different languages We have had many German tourists visit and they are so delighted to see a description of
the church written in German.
Projects to come: As part of our commitment to keeping God’s earth clean, we are starting a
recycling program at Epworth. A recycling bin has been ordered from the city and both the day school and
church plan to participate. We will also ask the congregation to participate in the River Star Home program,
which is part of the Elizabeth River project. The program and how you can earn a River Star Home flag will
be announced in the Epworth Connection and in your Sunday bulletin this month. We will also be collecting
supplies such as stationery, stamps, books, for our prison ministry (collection date TBA), and donations of
mittens and/or gloves for our Mitten Tree in December to be donated to the Buffalo Family Community
Outreach. Also, we will once again open the sanctuary to parade goers during the Grand Illumination Parade
on Saturday, Nov. 18th , to serve hot cocoa and pass out candy cane postcards.
And finally, we are hosting a Baby Shower for our members Lacey and Steve Park, on Sunday,
November 12, after the worship service. Finger sandwiches, heavy hors d'oeuvres,, and other refreshments
will be served, along with games and prizes. All members are invited to celebrate Lacey and Steve’s big
event.
Once again, don’t forget to visit us on FaceBook :
https://www.facebook.com/epworthOutreachandNurture

Faye Joseph, Chair Outreach
Members: Ann Long, Carolyn Rogers, Donna Benken, Mary Baker, Karen Ward, Lacy Park,
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The pastor continues to ask members three questions about how they came to Epworth which
are published in each issue of the Carillon. This time up:
Ann Gatling and Woodrow Brinkley joined the church on the same day in August 1937, making them
Epworth’s longest-serving members. Ladies first is normally the rule, but as Woodrow often spends time in
Florida with his son, Steve, during the winter, the pastor decided to visit Woodrow Oct. 16 and ask him the
following for a Q&A:
1. What brought you to Hampton Roads? Woodrow is a Norfolk native.
2. What brought you to Epworth United Methodist Church?
“Momma and Daddy,” Woodrow says, noting that his father, William, was a member of the Wesleymen,
and that his mother, Lena, used to hold his hand when he was a little boy and they would walk to Epworth via
Duke and Boush streets. Woodrow fondly recalls the Gatling family, and the family of L.B. Rock as well as
Rev. Benjamin Persinger, who pastored here 1937-44.
3. When did you come to know Jesus Christ?
“It was through Daddy, mostly,” Wilson says, taking out his wallet to search for his father’s business card.
Woodrow’s father owned a 24-hour barber shop on Commercial, and his business card said something along the
lines of, “My business is barber and I cut hair for a living, but I work for God.” Woodrow promises to call if he
finds the card before heading for Florida.

Dear God,
We praise You for:

Your Righteousness
Your Holiness
Your Faithfulness
Your Justice
Your Truth
Your Second Chances
Your Infinite Mercy
Your Abounding Grace

It amazes me what importance a mere mortal man is to You that You sacrificed Your Son
to reach us-------to reunite us to You as it was before sin entered the world. How much a
relationship with us means to You!
You opened to us the door of opportunity when You sent Your Son,
Jesus, ------------to walk among us.
Let us remember this as a chance to kindle-------to set ablaze a relationship with
You this Christmas season and the coming year.
God, give us the grace to capture You in our hearts!
In Jesus Name,
Amen
---Jane Edwards

The Carillon Newsletter

Page 5

November/December

THE CARILLON
WELCOMING NEW WAYS

A meditation from the book "God's Welcome, Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World", by Amy G. Oden
Scripture: Isaiah 43:18-19
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. (NRSV)
Reflection:
We usually think of hospitality in terms of welcoming people, but we can apply hospitality to
welcoming new ideas or new ways of doing things, too. New folks bring new ideas and that can be disruptive.
As new church members are welcomed onto committees and ministry teams, they may suggest changing the
way the stewardship campaign is run, or switching to a different church school curriculum. This can be hard
when the new ideas are "not the way we've always done it" or threaten our most cherished congregational
practices. Welcoming new ways of doing things doesn't mean we have to always agree and act on them, but it
does mean we take them seriously in prayerful discernment.
Through new ideas and ways, God may be "doing a new thing" (v. 18). When we welcome these new
ideas, we are momentarily decentered as a community, perhaps shaken from our stagnation. The disequilibrium
can be disorienting, yet it creates an opening for us to turn onto a new path, where God "will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert" (v.19). Gospel hospitality requires risk and repentance/turning.
For example, in one congregation some young adults wanted to start a contemporary service, including
an amplified praise band. Many members were concerned worship would no longer be the same and the
traditional service would have to compete (both of which were true). For some, the initial response was that an
alien element had entered the congregation and threatened our way of life. Through the lens of hospitality, the
worship committee was able to cast the issue in terms of welcome: How can we welcome new worship
practices into our congregation? And, just as important: How is God's welcome present in all of our worship
practices? The conversation was still difficult but the tone and center shifted by being framed in terms of
hospitality. The worship committee sought to welcome Christ in the stranger, in this case, in different worship
practices. The welcoming continues, as they live into different worship practices and find a home in God there.
One thing is now clear: they want to live in God's welcome.
Questions to Ponder:
 When was the last time you welcomed a new idea or way of doing things? What happened?
 When was the last time your church welcomed a new idea or way of doing things?
 What do we risk when we welcome new ideas or ways of doing things?
Amy Oden, God's Welcome: Hospitality for a Gospel Hungry World, the Pilgrim Press © 2008 by Amy G Oden

Calendar
Highlights

Calendar
Highlights

5th - All Saints Sunday service, 11 am
5th - Paws in Faith, 5 pm
17th - EDS Thanksgiving Feast, 11:30 am
18th - Grand Illumination Parade Open House, 6 pm
19th - Pledge Sunday, 11 am
19th - Annual Charge Confererence - 3 p.m.
23-24th - EDS/Church Offices Closed

3rd - Paws in Faith, 5 pm
8th - Christmas by the Fireside, 4 pm
17th - Christmas Congregational Dinner, 12 pm
24th - Christmas Eve Service, 11 am
24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 pm
25th - EDS/Church office closed
26-29th - EDS closed
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Downtown Norfolk's 30th Annual
Grand Illumination Parade - Saturday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m.
Epworth will once again host an open house during
this time offering hot cocoa and goodies
to parade-goers
If you are able to help with the open house please
contact the church office.

The Outreach Committee asks you to

Christmas Congregational
Dinner

Come out to enjoy
the fellowship and
Christmas Cheer
on Sunday, Dec. 17th, after the
worship service!
Keep your eyes open for further
information TBA in the worship
bulletin & the Epworth Connection.

It’s time again to place your
order for Christmas Poinsettias.
Please cut out the order form
below and mail with your check
to the church office by December 13th.
Christmas Poinsettias
You are invited to place a poinsettia(s)in
the Sanctuary for the Christmas Season.
Please submit your check payable to
Epworth UMC and mark it “Poinsettia.”

Help us help children
by donating mittens
and gloves to keep
little hands warm this
winter.
All donations will be
hung on the mitten
tree & then donated to
the Buffalo Family
Community Service
Project..

Deadline for orders is December 13th.
Please place: 6.5” Poinsettia plant(s) (write
in color choice & number of each below)
Red ____
Donations
accepted til
December 31

Pink ____

White ____

In honor of/memory of (circle your choice)
(Please PRINT)

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
GIVEN BY:

Our Annual Christmas by the Fireside
will be held 4 pm, December 8th.
All are invited to join in sharing the
Christmas season
with refreshments, caroling by the children
& a special visit from Santa Claus.

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
___ Please take my poinsettia(s) to an
Epworth shut-in or sick member. (tax
deductible) $8.00 ea.
___ I will pick up my poinsettia(s). (non tax
deductible) $8.00
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Norfolk, VA
Permit No. 2461

www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

We’ve been thinking about a big change to
our newsletter.
We are looking at going paperless and only distributing the Carillon newsletter
electronically. This means the newsletter will no longer be printed and mailed to you.
Instead, we will e-mail you the newsletter which many of you are
already receiving electronically.
Going paperless with the newsletter will save approximately $800.00 each year
in printing and mailing costs, not to mention a positive environmental impact.
This change will begin with the January/February 2018 edition of the Carillon.
If you still feel you would like to continue receiving the Carillon via 1st class mail,
please contact the church office at 757-622-2970.

The Carillon Newsletter

Page 8

