MAY/JUNE 2019

Bob Brodie used to bark at me, literally. Early on in my days at Epworth, when I
would stand at the corner of Boush and Freemason with a box of dog biscuits on
Sunday morning, Bob would drive by with his window rolled down and say, “Arf!
Arf!”
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I was out there because, shortly after I got to Epworth, I noticed a lot of
downtowners outside, walking their dogs. Wanting to reach these people led to the
development of Paws in Faith, and helped get Coffee on the Porch get off the porch
and onto the sidewalk. The goal was to get Epworth to meet its neighbors and vice
versa, and to help us be disciples and make disciples.
At my next-to-last Paws in Faith May 5, we have a greater chance to meet our
neighbors when District Men in Mission provides us with a barbecue of 40 hot dogs,
40 hamburgers, and baked beans. The cookout team arrives at 3 p.m., with food
service starting at 4:30, and the Paws in Faith devotional service starting at 5. Our
speaker that day – we started inviting speakers a year ago as a way of presenting
service opportunities to both our church and our neighbors – is from the Gideons, so
please come out to greet those who live around us, to have dinner on the District
Men in Mission, and to hear about the Gideons and their ministry. District Men in
Mission have made it easy for us, requesting only that we provide drinks,
condiments, and a card table for condiments. If anyone wants to add anything to the
mix – lettuce, tomatoes, coolers and ice for drinks – please feel free to do so.
[Actually, coolers would be a welcome addition because the cooks say that if there’s
anything left over, it’s up to us to find someone to feed, so, yes, please bring
coolers.] Above all else, please come out and meet the neighbors.
There’ll be one more Paws in Faith service before I leave Epworth on June 26, and
that’s on June 2, when we welcome our first returning speaker, Mike LaRock of the
Appalachia Service Project at Haygood UMC. Please put that date on your
calendars, too, and come out and meet the neighbors.
My new church is Trinity UMC in King George, on the Rappahannock District.
Although I’m a bit concerned about moving so soon after my mother’s death, the
DS assures me that it’s a great church. Their sanctuary is open 24/7 for prayer, they
have two services – 8:30 contemporary and 10:30 traditional – and there’s a lot of
ministry that goes on there, although they told me that could use help with face-toface programs, like Paws in Faith and Coffee on the Porch. Let’s pray about what
the Lord has in store for all of us.
--Grace to you, and peace,
Ned Alderman
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Chip Soulen
Karolyn Holley
Tom Tomlinson
Ned Alderman
Courtney Harbison
Pamela Graves
Bonnie Brown
Cristy Howlett
Patrick Howlett
Louis Wilson
Tyler Bagwell
Lisa Bailey

May 2
May 3
May 6
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 24
May 25
May 29
May 30
May 31
May 31

Jane Lewis
Bill Gray
Savannah McNeilan
Grayson Pennington
Jason James
Evan Hecht
Ellen Hiatt
Aaron Dunn
Hope Lucart
Steve Park
Amanda Ward
Austin Bagwell
Scotty Buchanan
Bonita Bill
Elizabeth Williamson

PAWS IN FAITH
A monthly “pet-friendly” worship service
held the 1st Sunday of each month
featuring each month a
"MISSION MEAL"
(Services held in the Crusader Fellowship
Room, Outside weather permitting)

June 2
June 3
June 3
June 3
June 5
June 9
June 12
June 13
June 13
June 13
June 19
June 20
June 25
June 30
June 30

Special Sundays in May & June:
 Native American Sunday – May 5
 Peace with Justice Sunday – June 16
For more information on Special Sundays
please visit:

* May Service - 5/5 @ 4:30 pm
* June Service - 6/2 @ 4:30 pm

www.umcgiving.org/how-we-give

Come worship with your
four-legged friends!
Upcoming Speakers:
May 5 – Gideon’s Ministry
Featuring a cook-out hosted by the
E.R. District Methodist Men.
June 2- Mike LaRock of Haygood UMC,
speaking on their June, 2018 Appalachia Service
Project Mission.

Pentecost Sunday
is June 9th.
Don't forget to
wear red to
the 11 am
worship service
that day.
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”

for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels

A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505

Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

D – G send to:
Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

M - Q send to:
R – Z send to:
Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
#208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

Thursday, May 23,
and
Thursday, June 27,
at 10 am.
Please contact the church
office for more information
or to volunteer.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Dear Friends,
As I am writing this letter, we celebrated Easter Sunday yesterday. Our pastor wrote, it is “the happiest day in
the year”, and that is so true. We have been blessed beyond measure, and through our efforts in the church and
through outreach, we are trying to pass on a small part of that blessing to others. The more ways we can
connect with our neighbors, the more we have the opportunity to be Christ in the world.
On April 7th, we had 16 people and 4 dogs stop at our Coffee on the Porch. On April 14th, we had 12 people and
6 dogs visit with us. They were so appreciative and amazed that we put forth the effort to offer hospitality to
strangers, but isn’t that living out our faith?
Over the last two months, we have provided Care Bears to Ignite to offer to the ODU students who come to
them for grief counseling and support. We provided 5 bags of towels and pill bottles to the SPCA. They were
delighted and added that the cats love to play with empty toilet paper rolls.
We have taken Easter lilies and cards to our Missing Angel members. What a wonderful time to talk and hear
them share their memories. It is an amazing wealth of history and wisdom.
We are entering a busy season at Epworth as we collect the kits and canned goods for conference. We are
providing hygiene kits again as these are listed as the most needed kit. We have a very exciting plan for Native
American Sunday as we will be helping the Ojibwe tribe in Minnesota. Thanks to Kathy Ramey we learned
about the tragic deaths of several children from the reservation who froze to death last year. They lacked proper
shoes and warm clothing. We have been in contact with the Assistant Principal of the Cass Lake Learning
Center on the reservation to facilitate our efforts to help the children.
Who are our neighbors? They are right outside our door. They are in the greater Tidewater area. They are in our
state, our nation and throughout the world. Thank you for your incredibly generous support.
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2019,
Mary Baker, Chair
Donna Benken, Jackie Fulcher, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Karen Ward, and Ann Gatling and Carolyn
Rogers, Members Emeritus
A Reflection from the book “God’s Welcome, Hospitality for a Gospel-Hungry World”
by Amy G. Oden
Scripture reference: 1 Peter 3:8-9
Like theological hospitality, being hospitable to differing viewpoints is a powerful witness Christians can make
in the political sphere, too. Having a humble mind is a pretty radical idea when it comes to our political
convictions, but we can live a spirituality of hospitality in all spheres of life, including politics. People who
have political views different from our own, even people we know well, may seem like strangers to us – alien,
confusing, often unfathomable. We may wonder: How can they hold that position? What kind of person
would vote that way?
Here too we can pray for a humble mind that does not “repay abuse for abuse.” As Christians, we could
radically alter the landscape of political differences in terms of hospitality rather than debate. Hospitality allows
us to see our political opponents not as enemies to be defeated, but as strangers to be welcomed. When we
welcome ideological strangers we do more than tolerate them: we receive them, we recognize them as children
– cont’d on page 5
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of God, made in the image of God and precious in God’s sight. With God’s help we may even be able to see
Christ in the political stranger. Just like theological hospitality, offering hospitality to political strangers does not
mean we must agree with their political positions or that we abandon our own. Nor does gospel hospitality
require us to avoid conflict. Quite the opposite: welcome is the first step of genuine disagreement. Without
political hospitality, we are left with unengaged tolerance or with posturing opposite viewpoints, often more
concerned with being right (a spirit full of itself) than with understanding the differences that divide (a humble
mind). Scripture gives us a powerful alternative to repaying “abuse for abuse:” a humble mind. “it is for this that
you were called” (v. 9).

I felt such supportive love at my poetry reading
that the Holy Spirit’s power convinced me to join
your church because I wanted to become a part of that love.
What power our church was able to show that day!
Depending on how united we are in God’s love and purpose
determines how much power the Holy Spirit can use to
bless our church --------and satan knows this.
That is why he loves to cause strife between members
because he knows if he can break the unity,
he can fragment the church and
render it ineffective.
What can we do?
We can watch out for the spirits of offense and strife,
Arguments or underlying resentments are examples
satan uses as he plays on our
emotions--------through people, who are
unaware of being used.
So, when we feel offended, throw back to
satan the offense since it originated from him;
Forgive the offender and give him to God to work through;
Forgive ourselves for falling into the trap---asking Him to cleanse us so we can begin—anew.
Jesus said on the cross:
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!”
What better time than at this season of Pentecost, to be
an example of the earliest church----------united in mind
and spirit to solve things God’s way!

---Jane Edwards
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“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”-Matthew 28:18-20

2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 2019 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held June 20 – 22,
at the Berglund Center, Roanoke, VA
This year's theme is "Moving Forward in God’s Mission"

UMCOR Kits and canned food to benefit local ministries' services to those in need are being
collected for delivery to the 2018 Annual Conference.
Donations for kits need to be in no later than June 7th.
This year we will be donating Health Kits (renamed Hygiene Kits) which include the following:












1 hand towel
o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches
o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable
1 washcloth
1 comb
o Comb needs to be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth
o No pocket combs or picks please
o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6" of teeth
1 metal nail file or nail clippers
o No emery boards or metal nail files
1 bath-size soap
o 3 oz. and larger sizes only
o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content
o Do not remove from original packaging
1 toothbrush
o Adult size only
o Do not remove from original packaging
10 adhesive bandages
o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size
o Common household Band-Aids
Canned food donations should consist of meat/fish, fruit/veggie, soup/stew, and
a pop-top can (any contents).
Deadline for canned donations is also June 7th.
The Carillon Newsletter
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Virginia Conference
Post Office Box 5606
10330 Staples Mill Road
Glen Allen, Virginia 23058-5606

Peter D. Weaver

Telephone: 804/521-1102

INTERIM RESIDENT BISHOP

FAX: 804/521-1178
E-MAIL: terribiggins@vaumc.org

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Virginia Conference,
Greetings in the name and spirit of the Risen Christ who promises to journey with us always!
Another step along the journey of our United Methodist Church was taken on Friday. The church’s
Judicial Council (Supreme Court) reviewed, in the light of our Church Constitution, the church laws that
were passed by our Special General Conference (global legislative body) in late February. The actions of
that General Conference centered on our church’s positions related to the practice of homosexuality.
Many faithful United Methodists and churches have been significantly impacted by these
decisions. Some have agreed, some have disagreed. Regardless of people’s perspectives, many questions
have been raised, hurt inflicted, unity tested, prayers raised and significant conversations started about our
future. Let us always remember that this is about people’s lives, for whom Christ died and rose again.
At the conclusion of this letter, I will share links to resources in which you can find detailed
explanations of each decision that the Judicial Council made. Here, in simple language, I want to
summarize the basics of our church position and changes that were found to be constitutional. The
changes will take effect starting January 1, 2020.
1. NOTHING CHANGED ABOUT the church position that “all persons are individuals of
sacred worth, created in the image of God,” and that “we will seek to live together in Christian
community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us.”
“We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.” The church also believes that
“sexual relations are affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.” and
it does not allow samesex marriages in our churches and by our pastors. The church does not
ordain or appoint “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.”
2. MAJOR CHANGES FOUND CONSTITUTIONAL
a. The definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual” now includes people living in same-sex
marriage, domestic partnership or civil union, or who publicly state it. These persons are not
considered qualified for United Methodist ministry.
b. Boards or District Committees on Ministry must make a full examination and shall not approve
anyone who does not meet the qualifications for ministry and the bishop shall rule unqualified
persons, if recommended, “out of order.” Bishops may not consecrate a “self-avowed practicing
homosexual” as a bishop.
c. A pastor who has conducted a same-sex marriage shall be given a minimum penalty, after due,
fair process, of one-year suspension without pay for a first offense and termination for a second.
d. If allegations are brought against a pastor, any resolution of the offense must include agreement
from the person bringing the allegation. The resolution must identify the harm caused and how
that will be addressed by the pastor.
Cont’d page 8
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3. SEVEN PROPOSED CHANGES WERE FOUND UNCONSTITUTIONAL. Some of these
sought to provide a way in which to certify that only persons who would “uphold, enforce, and
maintain” the Book of Discipline (our book of order) could serve in certain committees. Other
proposals suggested an additional process for removing bishops from active office. The Judicial
Council found these unconstitutional because of lack of balanced and fair processes.
4. "GRACIOUS EXIT PROPOSAL" was found to be constitutional for churches thinking of
leaving the United Methodist denomination. They would have a "limited right” to disaffiliate for
reasons related to the church’s law concerning homosexuality for a limited time. Approval for such
a move would require:
a. A two-thirds vote of the members of the local church
b. Terms related to financial and legal matters, apportionments and clergy pensions
c. Approval by a majority vote of the Annual Conference
When I was growing up, I had a Sunday School teacher who was fond of saying, “God has brought
us this far…and God isn’t finished with us yet!” While the decisions by the 2019 General Conference and
the rulings of the Judicial Council are important, they are, by no means, the final word in the journey of The
United Methodist Church.
Take some time to read the detailed material and reports that are linked to this letter. Talk to those of
different perspectives in your local church and community. In less than two weeks, I will begin to visit all
of our districts for further conversation and worship with you (see the link to your invitation). Then the
Virginia Annual Conference will gather in Roanoke June 20-22. Visitors are welcome.
In just about one year, May 2020, the General Conference will convene again to further pray,
discern, further refine, and redefine who we are as United Methodists, as we have for over 250 years. This
is not a time for “waiting” but for working with one another, building relationships with all of God’s people
and seeking God’s will for our next steps on the journey. Please feel free to contact your District or our
Conference office with questions or concerns. As Wesley reminded us: “Best of all, God is with us!”
Grace and Peace,

Peter D. Weaver
Interim Bishop, Virginia Conference

View the Judicial Council ruling: http://www.umc.org/decisions/79922:
http://www.umc.org/decision/79923
Learn more about the Judicial Council ruling: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-partof-traditional-plan-exit-plan
Council of Bishops statement on ruling:
https://vaumc.org/pages/news/2019vanews/2019vanews_cobresponseapril26_2019
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You may have noticed that the Outreach Committee has sometimes
referred to itself as the O.N. Committee. O. N. is an acronym for Outreach and Nurture.
The two committees merged in order to streamline and prevent duplicate efforts in
mission and member care ministry. As you will see on page 4 of this newsletter the
committee participates in numerous mission and member care ministry projects,
including meeting our neighbors during Sunday morning Coffee on the Porch. Not only
are the beneficiaries blessed, but we are as well.
Always check the weekly Sunday bulletin, the Outreach bulletin board (located
just outside of the Southgate Chapel), the weekly Epworth Connection e-news, our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/epworthOutreachandNurture and, of course, the
Carillon newsletter for the latest O.N. news.
The O. N. Committee is always open to anyone with an interest in serving. We
meet on the second Saturday of every month in the Crusader fellowship room and would
love to have you join us!
---------------------------Our Year-round Collection efforts--------------------------Paperback books for Norfolk
City Jail inmates. Please no
books containing violent or
sexually explicit material.

Used towels and empty pill bottles
For the Norfolk SPCA and
Animal Shelter.

We set up and serve Coffee
on the Porch every Sunday
at 9:30 a.m., as a way of
meeting our neighbors who
live and work around
downtown.
The coffee is served on the sidewalk by the
parking lot entrance (not really on the
porch) and a good time has always been
had by all.

Weekly Prayer meetings
are on Wednesday
evenings, at 5:30 p.m.
in the church parlor

May Calendar
Highlights

June Calendar
Highlights

5th - Paws in Faith, 4:30 pm

2nd - Paws in Faith, 4:30 pm

11th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am

8th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am

23rd - Mobile Meals, 10 am

20-22nd - 2019 Annual Conference

27th - Church Council, 6:15 pm

24th - Church Council, 6:15 pm

27th - EDS/Church offices closed/Memorial Day

27th - Mobile Meals, 10:00 am
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Epworth is now on Facebook
Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is
published bi-monthly.
Articles for the July/August
2019 Carillon are due no later
than June 17th.
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