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I’ve taken a great deal of inspiration from speakers at Rotary luncheons this
month, beginning and just beginning with Audra Bullock’s April 3 presentation for
Norfolk Friends of Foster Care. As Bullock spoke of trying to get Christmas gifts
for every Norfolk child in foster care, my mind became reeling over how Epworth
might get involved. Then I thought of the ministry we’ve provided for Buffaflow
Family Ministries through Outreach and through Nichelle Buffalow, and an idea
was born. Why not, before Paws in Faith each month, serve pizza and invite a
speaker to come talk about ministry? I figured Nichelle Buffalow could be on the
list, along with Bernadine Brown of Ghent Area Ministries, Chaplain Terry
Haddock of the Norfolk City Jail, and perhaps representatives from the Crisis
Pregnancy Center and the Appalachia Service Projects -- all ministries we’ve
supported and/or are supporting.
I contacted each of those groups about having a representative on hand for a
kickoff May 6, and then perhaps coming back individually to talk later in 2018.
Terry Haddock was the first to accept, and Mike LaRock of Haygood UMC’s
Appalachia mission and Alexis Judy of the Crisis Pregnancy Center have expressed
interest in coming no later than July, so the plan now is to serve pizza at 4:30 p.m.
before Paws in Faith, which begins at 5, and let speakers talk about what’s in the
offing for them before we enter worship. I’ll let our neighbors know, and maybe
some who are inclined to community service can join us. I’ll get the pizzas, and if
anyone wants to come with side dishes, sodas, napkins, etc., the invitation stands.
Last week, Maestro Robert Shoup, Chorus Master and Staff Conductor of the
Virginia Symphony Orchestra, spoke about the Norfolk City Choir and its “City
Voices,” a concert scheduled for Saturday, May 5, at 3 p.m. at Freemason Street
Baptist Church. Bob -- Maestro Shoup -- talked of how the choir is composed of
singers who have experienced homelessness, and of how Freemason Street hosts a
breakfast for singers every Friday. He went on to say that various groups volunteer
for the breakfasts, which are followed by rehearsals that are closed to singers only.
The May 5 concert might be great for the kind of elbow activity I wrote about here
last month. If Paws in Faith weren’t the next afternoon, I’d make definite plans to
attend the concert, but since I know that elbow events and any event can go on with
or without me, I invite the church to consider attending the concert and perhaps
invite a friend who can grow through a relationship with the Lord. That would be a
great way to start such a conversation, which is the idea behind elbow events as a
form of evangelism.
Other elbow events came to mind during today’s luncheon, when we learned
about the Virginia Arts Festival, which started March 3 and runs through June 23.
Two events caught my eye, although I know not everyone can attend.
Cont'd on pg. 5

THE CARILLON

Page 1

May/June

Chip Soulen
Karolyn Holley
Tom Tomlinson
Ned Alderman
Courtney Harbison
Pamela Graves
Bonnie Brown
Cristy Howlett
Patrick Howlett
Louis Wilson
Tyler Bagwell
Lisa Bailey
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May 2
May 3
May 6
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 24
May 25
May 29
May 30
May 31
May 31

Jane Lewis
Bill Gray
Savannah McNeilan
Grayson Pennington
Jason James
Evan Hecht
Ellen Hiatt
Aaron Dunn
Hope Lucart
Steve Park
Amanda Ward
Austin Bagwell
Scotty Buchanan
Bonita Bill
Elizabeth Williamson

Pentecost Sunday
is May 20th
Don't forget to
wear red to
the 11 am
worship service
that day.

June 2
June 3
June 3
June 3
June 5
June 9
June 12
June 13
June 13
June 13
June 19
June 20
June 25
June 30
June 30

Special Sundays in May & June:

PAWS IN FAITH
A monthly “pet-friendly” worship service
held the 1st Sunday of each month.

 Peace with Justice Sunday – May 27
 UMCOR Health Kit collection - May
thru June 3
For more information on Special Sundays
please visit:
www.umcgiving.org/how-we-give

(Services are held in the Southgate Chapel.)

* May Service - 5/6 @ 5 pm
* June Service - 6/3 @ 5 pm

Come worship with your four-legged friends!

(Remember dogs need to be
on leashes and
small pets in carriers)

WE EXTEND OUR
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Family and friends on the death of
Shirley Brendle on March 24th.
May God comfort them in their loss.
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”
for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels
A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505

Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

D – G send to:
Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

M - Q send to:
R – Z send to:
Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
#208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

Thursday, May24 22,
and
Thursday, June 28,
at 10 am.
Please contact the church
office for more information
or to volunteer.
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Dear Friends,
Please allow a brief digression from our usual message, but I would love to share this with you.
All of us go through different seasons in our lives, our families, and as a church. For me, the last
few months have been a season of challenge, change, and of letting go of the familiar. As many
of you know, I have moved my business after 26 years in the same location. I was there when we
moved 26 years ago, but time plays games with our memories. These have been some of the
most difficult days that I have ever experienced. What I have learned is that we have an amazing
God. He has made His Presence known to me so powerfully and so clearly during this time that I
have learned that I can never doubt His sovereignty again. As people of faith, may we know that
God provides all of us, His children, with an unlimited source of strength, wisdom, and peace
through His loving care. Thank you for allowing me to share this.
Our Outreach Committee has been busy in 2018 discovering ways that Epworth can bless our
community. All of you have been so supportive of our different drives to collect underwear and
socks for GAM and the needy, canned soup for Ignite’s food pantry, towels for the SPCA and the
Norfolk Animal Center, coins for Heart Havens, paperback books for the prisoners at the Norfolk
City Jail, and now, supplies to help the Appalachian Service Project, spearheaded by
Haygood UMC. Thank you so very much for your generosity. New this year is the support we are
receiving from neighbors we have met through Coffee on the Porch. They have brought towels
and books and canned goods. Jonathan Soulen has started an exciting campaign to the
community called, “Yes, We Can.” How wonderful that our neighbors are now friends and are
bonding with us on this level! If you have a chance one Sunday, come out to the table and join
Ned if only for a few minutes. I assure you that you find it fun, interesting, and a blessing.
We have exciting plans for exploring new ways to be good stewards of our God-given home
through the River Star Program and the Elizabeth River Project. Donna met with Pam Boatwright
of the River Star Program and Ellen Comstock, of Earthkeepers, in April. They were very
impressed with our recycling program, our change to LED lights in the church, and our change to
electronic delivery of the Carillon. Look for new ideas in 2018. Also, we will be reconnecting with
some former partners, like the Crisis Pregnancy Center and the Mattaponi tribe in Virginia. By the
way, all of the Mattaponi students who were blessed with school books from the proceeds of our
book sale in 2016 have graduated and are pursuing their careers in the medical field.
Your goodness has touched so many lives over these last few years, from helping homeless dogs
and cats find comfort in warm dry towels to aiding young Native American students became the
first in their tribe to graduate from college.
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2018,
Mary Baker, Chair,
Donna Benken, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Carolyn Rogers,
Karen Ward, and Ann Gatling, Member Emeritus
The Carillon Newsletter
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The festival has coffee concerts scheduled for two Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. The first, May 1, at the Sandler
Center in Virginia Beach, features Andre-Michel Schub on piano and the Miami String Quarter. Schub has
won piano’s triple crown -- the Van Cliburn, Avery Fisher and Naumberg competitions -- and the program
features Mozart and Smetana. Tickets are $22 and the only drawback for me is that I might be part of the getto-know-your-fellow-Rotarian program at the luncheon that starts at 12:15 that day at Scope.
The second concert is May 15 at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Portsmouth, with the Dover Quartet and
Beverly Kane Baker, viola. There are two Mozart pieces on the program, and tickets are $20. Shall we make
either or both of these elbow events? Please let the church know if you’re interested, and don’t forget
something else going on that week: Sunset Boulevard shows that Sunday and Wednesday, May 13 and May
16, at MacArthur Mall, with 2 and 7 p.m. showings. I think the Wednesday matinee could be an elbow event
for some, maybe even with lunch beforehand. See me to talk about other elbow events, too, such as “Chillin’
with the Chaplain” at the Public House and Tides games in late May and early August.
As we do these things, remember what I’ve said in meetings, worship, and YouTube videos: “Invite,
invite, invite.” Let’s not wait for them to come to us; let’s fish for people [see Matthew 4:18-22].
Grace to you, and peace,
Ned Alderman

SEASCAPE GONE WILD

Broad strokes of blue--------------------------from Azure to Sky
smashing into each other
are side-swiped by patches of white:
A Tsunami headed for shore,
with windswept intensity,
the wave hits sea floor,
the crash producing a foamy, white crest-------stopping the
momentum.
Remaining energy catapults to nearby shore,
swirling the sand into blending tones from tan to reddish-orange,
resembling a sandstone landscape.

Gr

The energy is released;
the wind is dead;
the temper tantrum of a tempestuous sea has ended,
but only until she makes an encore performance.
------Jane Edwards
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“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful
stewards of God’s grace and in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 2018 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held June 15 -17,
at the Hampton Road Convention Center in Hampton, Va.
This year's theme is "Servant Leaders Making a Difference"

UMCOR Kits and canned food to benefit local ministries' services to those in need are being
collected for delivery to the 2018 Annual Conference.
Donations for kits need to be in no later than June 3rd.
This year we will be donating Health Kits (renamed Hygiene Kits) which include the following:












1 hand towel
o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches
o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable
1 washcloth
1 comb
o Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long
o No pocket combs or picks please
o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6" of teeth
1 metal nail file or nail clippers
o No emery boards, please
1 bath-size soap
o 3 oz. and larger sizes only
o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content
o Do not remove from original packaging
1 toothbrush
o Adult size only
o Do not remove from original packaging
6 adhesive bandages
o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size
o Common household Band-Aids
Canned food donations should consist of meat/fish, fruit/veggie, soup/stew, and
a pop-top can (any contents).
Deadline for canned donations is also June 3rd.
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APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT: The ASP provides
one of the most rewarding structured service opportunities in
the nation — bringing thousands of volunteers from around the
country to rural Central Appalachia to repair homes for lowincome families. The ASP is a Christian ministry, open to all
people, that inspires hope and service through volunteer home
repair and replacement in Central Appalachia. One way that
we can help is to collect and donate the following supplies for
the Appalachia Service Project volunteers:





Bottled Water
Individual Snack bags
Crayons/ Coloring books for the children in
the homes where they are working
Dust masks

LIFECHANGE
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
KICKS OFF JUNE 24TH!
We are again participating in
The LIFEchange Baby Bottle
Campaign for the Crisis
Pregnancy Center.
Pick up your baby bottle that
day after the worship service in
the Crusader Fellowship room.
Fill the bottle with your loose
change and return it on the last
Sunday in July.

There will be 28 volunteers
working from July 14th-21st.

For more information go to:
www. http://cpcfriends.org/
We set up and serve Coffee on
the Porch every Sunday at
9:30 a.m., as a way of meeting
our neighbors who live and
work around downtown.
The coffee is served on the
sidewalk by the parking lot
entrance (not really on the
porch) and a good time has
always been had by all.
We are also collecting used towels for
the SPCA and canned food for the
local food bank during our Coffee on
the Porch time. Just look for the little
red wagon.

Weekly Prayer meetings
are on Thursday
evenings, at 5:30 p.m.
in the church parlor
June Calendar
Highlights

May Calendar
Highlights
6th - Paws in Faith, 5 pm

3rd - Paws in Faith, 5 pm

12th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am

9th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am

24th - Mobile Meals, 10 am

15-17th - 2018 Annual Converence

28th - Church Council, 6:15 pm

25th - Church Council, 6:15 pm

28th - EDS/Church offices closed/Memorial Day

28th - Mobile Meals, 10:00 am
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Epworth is now on Facebook
Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is published
bi-monthly.
Articles for the July/August 2018
Carillon are due no later than June
18th.
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