MARCH/APRIL 2018

“Get involved in someone’s life.” I said that as part of the benediction Feb. 25,
and I said it for a couple of reasons. The first reason was that I knew that my
Carillon column was due as I started attending a Feb. 20-24 class on ministry to
Nones, Dones, and Millenials. I thought I would wait to see what came of that
class before writing my column, and, even before the week was done, I knew that I
would say “Get involved in someone’s life” as part of both that service and this
column.
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I suggest that we get involved in someone else’s life because of Jesus Christ,
and because of God’s love in Jesus Christ. Not everyone knows of Christ or God’s
love, but imagine what difference knowing can make.
Last year, when I attended an informational meeting of the Virginia Beach
Justice Initiative, I saw videos telling the stories of two girls who were groomed for
human trafficking. One girl was saved at the last moment but the other fell victim.
The girl who was spared worked in a coffee shop during her senior year of high
school. A new customer came in, became a regular, and, over the course of a year,
got to know a lot about the girl, including her idea of a dream man -- a blond,
intelligent quarterback-type. Sure enough, a man fitting that description showed up
at the coffee shop one day. He befriended the girl, talked her into coming to Seattle
with him, showed her a lifestyle she found intriguing despite some alarm, and
asked her to move forego her plans of college and move to Arizona with him. The
girl headed back home, calling friends along the way, asking them to help move out
of her parents’ house immediately. All refused, but one, who went along with her
plan to try to intervene. It wasn’t easy, but he managed to show her the danger in
her plan and talked her into staying home and going to college. Looking back, the
girl can piece together both what was happening and what could have happened.
The human traffickers in this case preyed on a girl’s dreams while those in the
other case preyed on a girl’s insecurities and peer pressure. Imagine if both of
those girls and if other youth, children, and adults knew of God’s love for us.
Could it make a difference -- even a life-saving difference -- for us to get involved
in the lives of others, and especially in the lives of others who are vulnerable and
who may not know of God’s love in Jesus Christ? That’s why I suggest that we get
involved in the lives of others, so that we can share an invitation to know Jesus
Christ.
Three years ago, some of us attended a class at Virginia Wesleyan called
“Reaching New People.” We were told to start looking for elbow events -- things
we might do on our own -- as a way of beginning to invite others into a relationship
Cont'd on pg. 6
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Ruth Hart
Lee Ann Bennington
Jeanne Tomlinson
Barry Howlett
Charles Hurd
Amy Demeter
Ed Hurd
Tom McNeilan
Marilyn Sarko
Donna Phaneuf
Wendy Holley
Ann Gatling
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March 3
March 5
March 5
March 6
March 8
March 10
March 13
March 13
March 13
March 16
March 19
March 29

Joan Harris
Jonathan Ramey
Peggy Sumner
Ronnie Bagwell
Lana Ives
Mark Sumner
Parker Bagwell
Anna Lee Bamforth
Bryan Graves
Linwood Tabb
Jane Edwards
Holly Pennington
Cathy Grieve

April 7
April 15
April 17
April 18
April 18
April 20
April 22
April 22
April 23
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 29

Special Sundays in March & April:
†

Palm Sunday - March 25th, at 11 a.m.
 Holy Thursday - March 29th, at 6:15 p.m.
 Good Friday - March 30th, at 6:15 p.m.
 Easter Sunday - April 1st, at 11 a.m.

 UMCOR Sunday – March 11
 Native American Sunday – April 15
For more information on Special
Sundays please visit:
www.umcgiving.org/how-we-give

PAWS IN FAITH
A monthly “pet-friendly” worship service
held the 1st Sunday of each month.
(Services are held in the Southgate Chapel.)
WE EXTEND OUR
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
* March Service - 3/4 @ 5 pm
* April Service - 4/1 @ 5 pm

Come worship with your four-legged friends!

(Remember dogs need to be
on leashes and
small pets in carriers)

Family and friends on the death of
Charles Roadcap on December 30th,
Darryl Roadcap on January 5th,
Rachel Bell on January 12th,
Hartwell (Butch)Fitchett on February 18th,
and Ruth Hart on February 24th.
May God comfort them in their loss.
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”

for members who are either in Health Care facilities or
Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels

A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
#208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174

Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

D – G send to:
Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525
Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

Thursday, March 22,
and
Thursday, April 26,
at 10 am.
Please contact the church
office for more information
or to volunteer.

R – Z send to:

M - Q send to:

Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Shirley Brendle
First Colonial Inn
845 First Colonial Road #260
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Epworth has a wonderful tradition of
delivering Easter Lilies
to our Missing Angels
who otherwise might not receive
anything else.
Just knowing that they have been thought of
and prayed for is a wonderful blessing.
Please consider volunteering to deliver an Easter lily
which has been dedicated to go to an
Epworth shut-in (Missing Angel).
The Carillon Newsletter
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
During this season of Lent, as all of us explore ways that we may draw closer to our God,
may we rejoice in the opportunities He gives us to help our neighbors. February in the United
Methodist Church in Virginia is Heart Havens month and every church is asked to help this
worthy cause. In 2018, during Lent, we are filling heart boxes with cash or checks for Heart
Havens, a UMC mission which provides housing and services for adults with intellectual
disabilities in Virginia. We work with the MacLeigh-Holland house in Virginia Beach, and over the
past few years have helped them buy a washing machine, a new door, and supplies for the
house. We thought this was a wonderful opportunity to channel our Lenten giving close to home.
As Christ commanded us not to neglect the prisoner, we are renewing our paperback book
drive in March. Please cull through any old books that you have and bring them to the church in
March. Last year, many of us had the opportunity to meet our Norfolk Police Chaplain, Mrs.
Terry Haddock, when she visited Epworth. She is our liaison and is a powerful woman of faith,
who has some amazing stories to share about her experiences.
In Genesis, we are, also, commanded to care for God’s creation. He reminds us that this
world is not ours, but His; and we are “to tend” it for Him. To that end, we have begun a recycling
program at the church, and are in the process of applying for River Star status. Recycling cans
are in the church office and Crusader Room. As a result, in 2018 Epworth will be eligible for the
Keep Norfolk Beautiful award. Each year we will be exploring a new way to “tend” this incredible
world that God created as our home.
Please take time to look at our outdoor cross. As the cloths change from purple to black to
white, it is a powerful, non verbal witness to everyone passing by Epworth. I commuted from
Newport News to Norfolk for 11 years, and saw the cross on Granby Street that belongs to
Trinity Lutheran every day of the Lenten/Easter season. Even now, I remember how I felt in my
spirit seeing that black cloth on Good Friday. It spoke to me as powerfully as the most
passionate sermon on the sacrifice Christ made for me. I remember the joy when on Monday the
cloth was white. Victory! It is our hope and prayer that those stopping at the light and those
driving or walking past our church will not be able to ignore the message expressed by those
cloths.
You have heard, no doubt, how successful our drives for Undies Sunday and for the
Souper Bowl of Caring were. Your generosity in helping those less fortunate has led others to
say to me that I attend a very giving, a very loving church; and it is true. When this church
comes together on a project, with God’s blessing, it can accomplish anything.
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2018,
Mary Baker, Outreach Chair,
Mary Lee Howlett, Faye Joseph, Ann Long, Carolyn Rogers,
Karen Ward, Donna Benken, and Ann Gatling, Member Emeritus
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IN MEMORY OF ROSE BAGWELL
Our Rose is like a rose to me,
whose fragrance lingers in the air with a sweetness,
whose fierce love of God, Country, and family
matches the vibrant, passionate nature a red rose symbolizes.
The yellow rose represent a loyal love---------Rose stood up for Godly principles, and made sure the
church heard her-----------------------------a loyalty to be admired in a world that needs to find this quality.
To protect the essence a rose brings, God placed on her
thorny stems to keep invaders from dulling its quality;
thus God protected Rose from a long, drawn-out disability,
and gave her a quick exit from our world,
to keep in completeness her essence as she wants to be
remembered by.
The rose is God's gift of love in a flower.
I pay homage to our Rose.
Our Rose is like a rose to me.
------Jane Edwards

HE IS NOT DEAD!
"Peace, peace! He is not dead, He doth not sleep------He hath awakened from the dream of life---------"Tis we, who, lost in stormy visions
Keep with phantoms an unprofitable strife
And in mad trance strike with our spirit's kife
invulnerable nothings."
--Shelley
Note:
Shelley's poem is so appropriate for Easter:
He is risen! He has awakened from death!
Let us do the same: rise above the "dead"
thoughts and actions from useless circumstances
that sap our energy and dilute our faith-----------redirecting our goal to a life of purpose and joy!
---Jane Edwards
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with Jesus Christ. It’s taken me three years to get a grasp on elbow events, but a light went on recently while I
was scrolling through Facebook. There was an event listed at Taste Unlimited, saying something like, “If you
like to try new recipes, this is for you!” Do I like to try new recipes? Absolutely not! But I can see inviting
people who don’t know Jesus Christ to places I might go.
For example, Tom Statler, a United Methodist Navy chaplain, has started a Theology on Tap program
through Ghent UMC. A Facebook post on the program notes: “All are welcome--especially those who no
longer attend church, or who have never attended a Christian church, but consider themselves
spiritual….[T]here is NO agenda, and this ISN'T a Bible study. Our focus is Christian discipleship; so come
with questions, and together let's figure out how to live a life of faith in our sometimes unsettled and divided
world!”
The group meets the first and third Thursdays of the month, including March 15 and April 5, at the Public
House at 1112 Colley Avenue in Norfolk. I plan to go March 15, and need to start thinking about a guest.
That’s one invitation we can give to those who don’t know Christ, and here’s another: Alfred Hitchcock’s
Vertigo, starring James Stewart and Kim Novak, plays at Regal MacArthur Stadium Center 18, Sunday,
March 18, and Wednesday, March 21, at 2 and 7 p.m. both days. Can you think of a friend you might invite
to one of the showings, and perhaps later discuss the importance of God and God’s love in your life? Another
opportunity is in the offing May 13 and 16 when Billy Wilder’s Sunset Blvd., starring William Holden and
Gloria Swanson, plays at the same times in the same place. Imagine watching Swanson come down her
staircase, ready for her close-up in the finale. Imagine watching that with a friend and later talking to that
friend about a relationship with Jesus Christ.
Those are just some ways that we can start to get involved in the lives and others, and maybe even a
reason or two why we should. Let’s keep our schedules clear and think about invitations.
Grace to you, and peace,
Ned Alderman

PAPERBACK BOOKS FOR INMATES
We are once again collecting paperback
books for the inmates at the Norfolk City Jail
to help increase their library holdings.
Educational, inspirational biographies are
preferred. Please keep in mind that books
will be screened for sexually explicit or
violent material.
Collection boxes for books will be available
in the Outreach Corner just outside the
Southgate Chapel

Palm Cross
Workshop
Saturday, March 24,
@ 10 am, in the
Crusader Fellowship room.
Bring your scissors & creativity!
No cross will be turned down
or too heavy to bear!
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SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW
Once again we are joining with the Society of St. Andrew by
distributing their 2018 Lent Devotional booklets titled, "Walking
in Newness of Life". As part of your Lenten spiritual discipline,
commit to making a financial contribution to the Society of St.
Andrew, any amount you feel led to give in the included offering
envelope. Your gift in any amount will provide healthy food to
hungry people. Devotional booklets are available in the church
sanctuary through March 25th.
To learn more about the Society of St. Andrew, go to
www.endhunger.org.

EASTER LILIES
You are invited to place an Easter lily in
the Sanctuary for Easter Sunday. Please
submit your check payable to Epworth
UMC and mark it “Easter Flowers.”
Deadline for order is Sunday March 18
Please place: _______ 6” Lily(ies)
In honor of/memory of (circle one)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------GIVEN BY:
----------------------------------------------

Did you know that your
gift can provide food to
hungry people at a cost
of just 2¢/meal?

---------------------------------------------___ Please take my Easter Lily(ies) to
an Epworth shut-in or sick member.
(tax deductible) $10.00 ea.
___ I will pick up my Easter Lily(ies).
(non tax deductible) $10.00 ea.

We set up and serve Coffee on the
Porch every Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m., as a way of meeting our
neighbors who live and work
around the downtown area.
The coffee is served on the
sidewalk by the parking lot
entrance (not really on the porch)
and a good time has always been
had by all.

We are also collecting used towels
for the SPCA and canned food for
the local food bank during our
Coffee on the Porch time. Just
look for the little red wagon.

Calendar
Highlights
4th - Paws in Faith, 5 pm
10th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
22nd - Mobile Meals, 10 am
26th - Church Council, 6:15 pm
30th - EDS/Church offices closed

Paid: _____

Ck# ____________

(please cut out & mail to Epworth UMC,
124 W. Freemason Street, Norfolk, VA
23510, or place in Sunday's offering .)

Weekly Prayer meetings
are on Monday
evenings, at 5:30 p.m.
in the church parlor

1st - Paws in Faith, 5 pm

Calendar
Highlights

2nd - EDS/Church offices closed
14th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
23rd - Church Council, 6:15 pm
26th - Mobile Meals, 10:00 am
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Epworth is now on Facebook
Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is
published bi-monthly.
Articles for the May/June 2018
Carillon are due no later than
April 16th.
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