JULY/AUGUST 2018

“The most essential step for making disciples of Jesus Christ is to immerse
ourselves in the lives of the people who are right outside our doors, acknowledging
that God calls us to have meaningful relationships in authentic, organic, and
consistent ways.” This quote by Junius P. Dotson, the General Secretary [chief
executive officer] of Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church, was
shared by our Conference Lay Leader, Warren Harper, in the Laity Address at
Annual Conference.
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“The most essential step for making disciples of Jesus Christ is to immerse
ourselves in the lives of the people who are right outside our doors, acknowledging
that God calls us to have meaningful relationships in authentic, organic, and
consistent ways.” That bears repeating.
That bears repeating because Lay Leader Harper spoke right after Bishop Sharma
Lewis gave her Conference Vision Review, reminding us that all of our churches
have two years to come up with our own intentional discipleship program. The key
words in that statement may be “our own” because each program must be organic
to its church. That means that Epworth must come up with a program that doesn’t
resemble Ghent’s or Larchmont’s or Monumental’s or the Gathering’s, and it
shouldn’t, because none of those church have our neighbors. “The most essential
step for making disciples of Jesus Christ is to immerse ourselves in the lives of the
people who are right outside our doors,” Dr. Dotson noted. How shall we immerse
Epworth?
Bishop Lewis made four suggestions:
1.Begin in prayer by asking the Holy Spirit for direction.
2. Each church have a conversation or assessment about our community and its
potential mission field for intentionally forming disciples.
3. Consult three resources: Developing an Intentional Discipleship System: A
Guide for Congregations and Engaging Your Congregation: A Guide to Seeing
All the People in Our Community, both by Junius Dotson, and both available for
download at https://www.seeallthepeople.org/resources-downloads/#edd-freedownload-modal, and Membership to Discipleship: Growing Mature Disciples
to Make Disciples by Phil Maynard.
4. Pray for excitement.
So, let’s get started, now.
By the time that you read this, we will have already started praying, in worship and,
I hope, in Sunday school and all meetings, for the direction of the Holy Spirit in our
Cont'd on pg. 5
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Mary Lee Lowe
De Anna Usis
Anita Dunn
Megan Holley
Mary Lee Howlett
Jon Hunger
Mary Baker
Tiffany Drake
Karen Ward
John Joplin
Daniel Ott
Jamie Cook
Dorothy Whitfield
Ryan Sumner
John Stephens

July 1
July 2
July 6
July 7
July 10
July 10
July 12
July 13
July 15
July 16
July 16
July 22
July 23
July 24
July 30

Rick Alexander
Lester Wahrenburg
Grace Soulen
Jack Flanagan
Vivian Rogers
Dorothy Payne
Allan Bamforth
Beverly Smeltzer
James Holley
John Ward
Robert Sarko
Sara Fitchett
Audrey Permenter
Breanna Ward
Jim Apple
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August 2
August 2
August 4
August 7
August 8
August 10
August 14
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 20
August 24
August 24
August 24
August 25

That all offerings taken
during Communion on the 1st
Sunday of each month 100%
goes to Ghent Area Ministry.
Just look for the collection
boxes at the front of the
Sanctuary during communion.

* July Service - 7/1 @ 4:30 pm
* August Service - 8/5 @ 4:30 pm
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WE EXTEND OUR
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY TO:
Rev. Pam Montgomery on the death of her
husband, James Montgomery on June 3rd.
May God comfort Pam in her loss.
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Make someone’s day special by participating in our monthly

“Card Shower”
for members who are either in Health Care facilities or Homebound.
AKA our Missing Angels

A – C send to:

H – L send to:

Elinor Edwards
538 Washington Park, #B1
Norfolk, VA 23517

Beverly Smeltzer
310 24th St., #102
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Marilyn Sarko
432 Bartell Drive
Chesapeake, VA 23452

Ed Hurd
1127 Vintage Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
M - Q send to:

D – G send to:
Ann Gatling
5417 Wesleyan Drive #204
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
Jane Lewis
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #221
Norfolk, VA 23505

Thursday, July 26,
and
Thursday, August 23,
at 10 am.
Please contact the church
office for more information
or to volunteer.

R – Z send to:
Mary Banks
350 S. Ridgewood Avenue
#208
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Dorothy Whitfield
1213 Suffield Drive
McLean VA 22101

Ms. Louise Gwaltney
c/o F.X. Shannon
10 Applewood Drive
Hopewell, N. J. 08525
Mary Lee Lowe
6311 Granby Street,
Apt. #209
Norfolk, VA 23505

Weekly Prayer meetings
are on Monday
evenings, at 5:30 p.m.
in the church parlor
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE
Dear Friends,
Summer has officially arrived, although it seems like it has been here for a few weeks. During
these months God’s creation grows and blooms and produces an abundance of fruits and
vegetables and flowers. Take a moment and check out Jonathan’s tomato plants in the parking
lot. He planted them a month ago and they are loaded with blooms and tiny tomatoes. He wants
to share them with the church members and our neighbors, anyone who would like them. While
not from our committee, this is such a beautiful gesture of reaching out to others in friendship that
we wanted to acknowledge it, and thank him here.
During the past two months, we have been busy collecting and giving books to the prisoners,
supplies to the Appalachia Service Project, kits and cans for conference, and towels to the SPCA.
Thank you for your generous support. I know I say this in every letter, but it is so true. We could
not help any of these worthy groups without God’s blessing and your support. Thank you.
In July, our baby bottle campaign for the Crisis Pregnancy Center is back by popular demand. Did
you know that for every three babies born in Tidewater, one will be aborted? The CPC offers
counseling, medical care, education and supplies, as they help fearful women, who are now alone
and expecting a baby, realize they have more than one option available to them. All of this is
done with an emphasis on Christian values and love.
The Outreach Committee is so grateful to those of you who have chosen Epworth on the Kroger
Community Rewards Program. If you shop at Kroger for anything, please consider us; and invite
your friends and neighbors to link their Kroger cards to Epworth using our NPO number 80607.
Kroger sends Epworth a check each quarter to use for mission projects, and we currently receive
approximately $200.00 per year. The needs are so great, and these funds are such a blessing.
Some of you have expressed an interest in a mission project that we support every August. It
involves a Virginia United Methodist Conference organization called All God’s Children Camp. It is
a camp on the Eastern Shore for children who have an incarcerated parent. These young ones
are facing a challenge none of us has ever faced. At camp they are provided with a week of
activities such as boating, swimming, hiking, music, crafts, Bible study and conflict resolution.
They are ages 7-12. We feel the need here is so important that Outreach agrees every year to
sponsor a child for one week at a cost of $400.00. If you would like to help us, make your check
payable to Epworth and write All God’s Children Camp on the memo line.
Please check the bulletin each week as we have exciting plans in 2018 to celebrate God and His
creation, to share Christ through service and love, and to enjoy fellowship activities with our
neighbors.
May God continue to bless our efforts in 2018,
Mary Baker, Chair,
Donna Benken, Mary Lee Howlett, Ann Long, Carolyn Rogers,
Karen Ward, and Ann Gatling, Member Emeritus
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making disciples. Next, someone please join me in updating our community assessment from our October
2015 Consider the Possibilities session, with our geographic boundaries better fixed. Third, let’s join in
reading what the Bishop recommends. The Maynard book is $15 a copy, and we’ll get some to share, but the
Dotson resources are free and run 57 and 73 pages respectively.
Coffee on the Porch gives us a great start in meeting our neighbors, and, boy, are there a lot of them! You
may have seen on Facebook how, one weekday morning, we introduced Antonio, who lives on our side of
Freemason, to Tony, who lives on the other side. Both are from Puerto Rico, as it turns out, and both have
dogs. Antonio’s dog is named Mara, and I always call Tony’s dog Sam, although his name is Beau. Beau
resembles two other dogs whose names are Sam, hence my confusion.
We have lots of neighbors; they have lots of dogs: See how many dogs you can match with their owners:
Andrew and Katie
Balto
Anthony
Matteus
Dan and Katie
Maxine
Patty
Nala
Sara and Chandler
Thor
Yosh
Sony
Troy
One of the couples owns two dogs; which one, and which two?
Who on this list is a Raiders’ fan? Who’s an Orioles’ fan? Who’s a Dodgers’ fan and was born in the year
between their last two World Series’ wins? Who writes for The Wall Street Journal? Who’s never heard of
the Andrew Sisters? [That may be too good of a clue.] Regardless, we should know these neighbors, and
more. Only two on this list have mentioned a church affiliation, so our opportunity is great.
Epworth, let’s get out there and meet our neighbors and let’s start reading the resources shared by the
Bishop. We’ve got two years to come up with our own plan.
Grace to you, and peace,
Ned Alderman
P. S.: To see the Conference Vision Review and Laity Address, go to:
https://livestream.com/VAUMC/AC2018/videos/176377625, starting about the 81-minute mark.

THE AMERICAN FLAG
Her colors of red, white, and blue - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Scorched and set ablaze through violent acts from ignorance,
the embers lie embedded with hatred;
Shredded day-by-day through negligent complacency,
her symbolism splits into fragmented pieces - - - - - - - - like our divided nation that has lost its way!
Who will rescue her before her colors fade into nothingness,
and the blood, sweat, and tears fought for her
mean nothing at all!
- - - Jane Edwards
The Carillon Newsletter
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Report of the 2018
Virginia Annual Conference
by Ann Long, Annual Conference Delegate
I will try to highlight the main transactions that occurred at the 236th Virginia Annual Conference. The
theme was "Servant Leaders Making A Difference". Rev. Gilbert F. Cofer gave the opening prayer. He is 97
years old. Raymond Wren, who has given the opening prayer for several years in the past could not be there
this year. He will be 100 years old this June 25th.
There were very good speakers. Bishop B. Michael Watson spoke twice. He was excellent. He was
our Bishop's bishop when she was in the North Georgia Conference. At the ordination service there were 32
licensed as local pastors, 11 commissioned as provisional members, 2 as deacons and 19 as elders. In the
memorial service 63 clergy and laity were remembered. 44 clergy retired and were recognized.
The conference budget of $31,615.00, was passed. 8 churches were discontinued; 1 in our district,
Chesapeake Avenue UMC. 2 new faith communities and 1 chartered church have begun. 9,000 lbs. of food
were collected in the 4 cans 4 conference. 44,774 kits were turned in for UMCOR, 73 from Epworth, and
$111,000 was collected for the conference offering.
Saturday afternoon was our day of service. Members were taken to eight different locations in Hampton
to work. 150 packed 3,000 kits at the Convention Center. Others attended 3 talks on social justice.
Resolution 6: Gracious Accommodations in Virginia Annual Conference was out of order. Resolution
1: Affirm Unity in Christ and Resolution 3: Compassionate Support for Members of the Armed Forces,
Veterans and Their Families Suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Moral Injury both passed.
When someone gives you a gift, they expect you to use it. When God gives you gifts, we need to know
what they are and put them to use. We are focusing on how we can make a difference as disciples of Jesus
Christ.

To see more about the 2018 Annual Conference go to: https://vimeo.com/276450872
The Great Day of Service took 1,637 clergy and lay members of the Virginia Annual Conference f rom
business at the Hampton Roads Convention Center to living out service in the Hampton community. Our
own Pastor, Ned participated by going out to the Hampton community to serve in a number of ways
including cleaning historic cemeteries and alleyways.

The Carillon Newsletter

Page 6

July/August

THE CARILLON
We are assisting the

organization in their
Back to School Drive.
The following supplies will be collected through 8/12:
Bookbags
Loose leaf paper
3-ring binders
Pens & Pencils
Colored pencils
Markers

Highlighters
Index Cards
3-prong folders
Tissues
Hand Sanitizer
Crayons

Combination lock
notebooks
Dictionary/Thesaurus
Scientific Calculator
Glue Sticks
Scissors

LIFECHANGE
BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
We are again participating in
The LIFEchange Baby Bottle
Campaign for the Crisis
Pregnancy Center.
Pick up your baby bottle in the
Crusader Fellowship room, fill
with your loose change and
return it on July 29th.
For more information go to:
www. http://cpcfriends.org/

Please remember if you don't have time or are unable to
shop, you may make a monetary donation and someone
from our Outreach Committee will shop for you!
You may also order online at Smile.Amazon.com, choose ForKids
& 0.5% of your total will be donated to ForKids.

We have e x p a n d e d our
Coffee on the Porch to include
Mondays & Thursdays at 8:30 am,
as well as Sundays at 9:30 a.m., as
a way of meeting our neighbors
who live and work around
downtown.
Coffee is served outside in the
parking lot (not really on the
porch) and a good time has
always been had by all.
We are also collecting used towels for
the SPCA and canned food for the
local food bank during our
Coffee on the Porch time.
Just look for the little red wagon.
July Calendar
Highlights

1st - Paws in Faith, 4:30 pm
4th - EDS/Church Offices Closed
14th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
23rd - Church Council, 6:15 pm
24th - Faith & Family night-Tides Baseball, 6 pm
26th - Mobile Meals, 10 am

KROGER
COMMUNITY
REWARDS:
It's easy to continue your support
every time you shop and use your
Shopper's Card. Just login to
Kroger.com/CommunityRewards
select Epworth UMC, and use
NPO/Pin #80607.
The ''new year of giving'' starts
September 1, so re-enroll now and
make every shopping trip count!
So far this year we have earned
over $140.00 with only 5
households signed up.
So if you haven’t already
registered your Kroger Plus card
do so today!
August Calendar
Highlights

5th - Paws in Faith, 4:30 pm
11th - Outreach Committee Meeting, 10 am
22nd - Mobile Meals, 10 am
27th - Church Council, 6:15 pm
30-31st - EDS Closed-Teacher workdays
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Epworth United Methodist Church
124 W. Freemason Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 622-2970
Email: epworth@epworthva.org
website: www.epworthva.org
Address Service Requested

Epworth is now on Facebook
Like us on our facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/epworthumc124

The Carillon newsletter is published
bi-monthly.
Articles for the July/August 2018
Carillon are due no later than
August 20th.
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